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with resentment* Ever a man of Action, he determined to
absent himself from die service ; and as the procession was
forming, he would climb over the playground wall and make
off to the neighbouring woods* Another of the school
customs, far more noxious than the former one, was to
induce as many of the pupils as possible to present them-
selves for confirmation. It was the ambition of country
clergymen, as well as of headmasters of Church schools, to
impress die bishop on his annual visit with the large
number of children desirous of being confirmed; and it was
only natural that some amount of pressure should be em-
ployed to secure a respectable contingent of recruits*
Occasionally, clergymen and schoolmasters would go to
scandalous lengths in their eagerness, not hesitating to
employ bribery and coercion for the purpose. The father
of the present writer, a Nonconformist minister, and the
son of a Nonconformist minister, used to relate with a
mixture of shame and glee how, as a boy in Carmarthenshire*
he was given half a crown by the schoolmaster as a reward
for allowing himself to be confirmed by the famous Bishop
Thirlwall of St, David's. Nor were die joys of the bribe
and the good things which it purchased altogedier neutralised
by the birching which he received at the hands of his
horrified father when the tale had come to his ears I
Such evil practices were not resorted to at Uanystumdwy:
there, persuasion was relied upon; and there was no
question of Richard Lloyd's nephew permitting himself to
undergo the rite. Other " chapel boys "* however, seem
to have been less scrupulous, much to the disgust of the
young rebel now beginning to enjoy the pleasures of
protestations.
On one occasion a fellow-pupil, arrayed in his best suit,
was waiting to be led to die church for die confirmation
ceremony. Lloyd George, however, exerted all his powers